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Course Instructor
Course Title
Credits Time

500 [Section A1]
[Section A2]
[Section A3]
[Section A4]

Blakely Duffelmeyer
Myers
Noland
Tremmel

Proseminar: Teaching English Composition
3.0 credits
Required of all new English Department

ISUComm Foundation Courses graduate
teaching assistants   

MW 11:00-12:20

507 Sauer Writing and Analyzing Professional Documents
3.0 credits

T 6:00-9:00 p.m.

509 Freed Writing Proposals and Grant Applications
3.0 credits

M 6:00-9:00 p.m.

510 Hegelheimer Introduction to Computers in Applied Linguistics
3.0 credits

TR 11:-00-12:20

511 Schwarte Introduction to Linguistic Analysis
3.0 credits

TR 12:40-2:00

517 Chapelle Second Language Acquisition
3.0 credits

TR 2:00-3:30

518 Levis Teaching English as a Second Language
Methods and Materials

3.0 credits

M 6:00-9:00 p.m.

522 Herndl Literary Theory and Criticism
3.0 credits

MW 3:40-5:00

523 Yager Intro to Old English Language and Literature
3.0 credits

TR 9:30-10:50

524 Vann Literacy:  Issues and Methods for Nonnative
Speakers of English

3.0 credits

TR 9:30-10:50

534 Davis American Literature 1865 to the Present:
American Literature in Black and White   

3.0 credits

T 6:00-9:00 p.m.

537 Cortes Grammatical Analysis
3.0 credits

TR 12:40-2:00

543 Nakadate Environmental Literature
3.0 credits

TR 2:00-3:30

547 Mendelson The History of Rhetorical Theory I: From Plato to Bacon
3.0 credits

TR 2:00-3:30

550 Swander The Study of Craft:  Poetry, Fiction, and Nonfiction
3.0 credits, Mary Swander
Required of all new MFA CWE students   

R 6:00-9:00 p.m.

552 Pett Editing and Production of Literary Journals
3.0 credits

M 6:00-9:00 p.m.
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Course Instructor
Course Title
Credits Time

555 [Section A]
[Section B]

Marquart Graduate Nonfiction Workshop:
Place and the Natural Imagination   

3.0 credits

T 6:00-9:00 p.m.

557 [Section A]
[Section B]

Swander Studies in Creative Writing:
Writing About Environmental Issues   

3.0 credits

W 6:00-9:00 p.m.

560 Pett Environmental Field Experience
3.0 credits

Arranged

586 Kostelnick Visual Communication in Professional Writing
3.0 credits

TR 12:40-2:00

588 Vann Supervised Practicum in TESL
3.0 credits

Arranged

592 Goodwin Studies in Rhetoric and Professional Communication:
Rhetorical Analysis:  Practice, Discipline and Pedagogy   

3.0 credits

TR 11:00-12:20

611 Russell Topics in the History of Rhetorical Theory:
Communication Across the Curriculum       :
Theory and Research   

3.0 credits

W 6:00-9:00 p.m.

623 Hegelheimer Research Methods in Applied Linguistics
3.0 credits

T 6:00-9:00 p.m.

630 Chapelle Seminar in Technology and Applied Linguistics:
Second Language Acquisition and Computer-Assisted
Language Learning   

3.0 credits

W 6:00-9:00 p.m.

The reference number for 590s, 599and 699 may be secured from staff in the Graduate English Office once
all required forms have been signed and submitted.

590A Special Topics:  Literature
Variable credits

590B Special Topics:  Teaching English as a Second Language/Linguistics
Variable credits

590C Special Topics:  Rhetoric and Composition
Variable credits

590E Special Topics:  Rhetoric and Professional Communication
Variable credits

590F Special Topics:  Creative Writing
Variable credits

590G Special Topics:  Applied Linguistics and Technology
Variable credits

599 Creative Component
Variable credits

699 Research
Variable credits
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Department of English
Graduate Course Descriptions

500 Proseminar: Teaching English Composition
Barb Duffelmeyer, Cynthia Myers, Jim Noland, Michelle Tremmel

Required of all new English Department ISUComm Foundation Courses graduate teaching assistants.
Introduction to the teaching of ISUComm Foundation Courses.  Foundational and relevant newer
composition theory and pedagogical methods related to ISUComm Foundation Courses objectives and
their classroom enactment, including development of communication assignments and supporting
activities, and evaluation of student communication projects incorporating visual elements and oral
presentations.  Specifically, the proseminar will have the following objectives: 1) to familiarize the new
TA with course objectives and procedures for ISUComm Foundation Courses at Iowa State University, as
well as give the TA practical guidance in managing the classroom; 2) to introduce the new TA to theories
and their resulting pedagogical approaches relevant to teaching ISUComm Foundation Courses; 3) to
give the new TA guidelines for developing assignments, teaching materials, and syllabi consistent with the
goals and objectives of English 104/150 and 105/250 at ISU.

507 Writing and Analyzing Professional Documents
Geoff Sauer

English 507 is an introduction to the theory and practice of writing and analyzing documents prepared in
business, science, industry, and government. This semester 507 will survey eight genres from professional
contexts, reviewing examples of communication products, reading case studies and discussions of how the
genre functions in practice, and having students produce instances of each in individual and small-group
collaborations.

509 Writing Proposals and Grant Applications
Rich Freed

To complete your three assignments in English 509, you will be using WinningProposal.com's Grants
Workbench (http://www.winningproposal.com), the first web-based application that structures a writer's
thinking and produces the first draft of a proposal.  The three assignments include an individually written
consulting proposal and two group projects: a grant proposal written to a real funding source and an oral
presentation of that proposal.

During the first several weeks, we rely rather heavily on lecture that lays the foundation for the course
and that draws primarily from The Grants Workbench's material and the book Writing Winning Business
Proposals.  During the second half of the semester, 509 turns into a workshop, with your instructor
taking the role of coach while he works with your team to help you develop your grant proposal and
presentation.
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510 Introduction to Computers in Applied Linguistics
Volker Hegelheimer

English 510 serves as an introduction to the field of Teaching English as a Second/Foreign Language
(ESL/EFL) and Applied Linguistics, with an emphasis on the use of computers and the Internet in
teaching, testing, administration, and research.  During the course, students will have the opportunity to
explore software that is relevant to teachers, researchers, and administrators.  Therefore, work with a wide
variety of computer applications including web page design, word-processing, database, presentation, and
spreadsheet applications is an essential part of the course.  English 510 provides students with the
opportunity to

• gain a basic understanding of various aspects of the profession (TESOL)
• increase their familiarity with computers in general
• explore and describe current and potential applications of computers for teaching, testing,

administration, and research
• develop expertise in various computer applications relevant to teaching, research, and

administration
• learn to design and create functional Web pages
• conduct basic statistical and linguistic analyses of various data

Through participation on lecture, discussion, collaboration, and independent study, students will gain the
understanding required for using computers in their language teaching and research and for identifying
areas for further study.

511 Introduction to Linguistic Analysis
Barbara Schwarte

English 511 covers a fascinating range of topics dealing with language.  We cover both structural and
pragmatic/usage aspects of language.  The structural areas include how sounds are produced and
combined, how words and sentences are structured, how meaning is formed, etc.  Pragmatic/usage areas
include language appropriateness and standards, the structure of conversations, language variation and its
factors (e.g., region, social class, gender), and language acquisition.  By the end of the course we will have
surveyed many of the sub-disciplines of linguistics—the study of human language—and seen how they
might relate to the different areas of English students in the class we are studying (e.g., teacher education,
rhetorical studies, literary studies, etc.).

Since the study of linguistics involves learning not only facts about language but also the procedures
used in discovering these facts, the course will provide ample opportunities to become acquainted with
approaches linguists use to analyze various types of language data and the insights that can be gained
from such analyses. 

Course requirements include an empirical research project on a subject of choice, problem-solving
assignments, and take-home tasks. 

This course counts toward the Iowa K-12 ESL endorsement.
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517 Second Language Acquisition
Carol Chapelle

This course introduces students to the objectives, methods, and findings of research investigating how
people learn a second language.  It will help to orient students toward the perspectives of those who
investigate questions about second language acquisition (SLA) and help students to examine the
published research on topics such as the role of linguistic input for acquisition of vocabulary, the value of
conversation for language development, and the connection between identity and SLA.  The course will
include topics such as SLA research questions and methods, linguistic data analysis, and research on
interaction.  Three perspectives to SLA will be introduced—cognitive, interactionist, and
sociocultural—and the role of technology in shaping current issues will be discussed.  Students will be
asked to read several books and research articles as well as to present to the class three times.  Three
papers and an annotated bibliography will provide opportunities for application of the concepts and
practices by requiring students to analyze language learner data, appraise research articles, conduct and
report on a small-scale SLA study, and explore an area of interest.

518 Teaching English as a Second Language Methods and Materials
John Levis

This course introduces basic issues and techniques in teaching English to nonnative speakers of English.
Participants in the course will explore issues related to both historically important and current approaches
to teaching ESL, and will learn how to use major techniques and strategies for teaching a variety of
language skills, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  The course will also provide an
opportunity to select, adapt, and create ESL instructional materials for various language proficiency levels
and teaching situations.

522 Literary Theory and Criticism
Carl Herndl

You are reading an important essay for a class—a critical analysis of a literary text or a rhetorical analysis
of mine-safety documentation, say—and you come across references to Derrida, Foucault, Bourdieu,
Butler, and Haraway.  The essay seems to assume that you already know these authors and makes its
argument from that ground.  But you don’t know them, or don’t know them well.  What do you do?

The answer is take English 522: Literary Theory and Criticism.  The course is a general introduction to
the critical and literary theories of the late twentieth century that have shaped contemporary English
Studies, in literature, rhetoric, and, increasingly, in creative writing.  If terms like Formalism and New
Criticism, Structuralism and Semiotics, Post-Structuralism, Psychoanalysis, Feminism, Gender Theory,
Queer Theory, Multiculturalism, Marxism, Historicism and Cultural Studies interest you but are not part
of your background, this course is for you.  The goal is to become familiar with the terrain of
contemporary theory and to acquire a language and set of analytic strategies that will help you read more
professionally and productively.  You should be ready for an exciting and stimulating, but also a very
difficult course in which your primary responsibility will be reading theory, talking about it with the class,
and writing critical analyses of it.  The text is the Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism.
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523 Introduction to Old English Language and Literature
Susan Yager

If you are interested in language—if you enjoy choosing terms with just the right nuance, if you wonder
why the past tense of bring is not bringed—then this course is for you.  It will introduce to you the
earliest forms of written English.  We begin by reading simple prose passages; then we will look further at
Old English grammar and syntax as questions arise in reading literature.  We will read this material
closely, experiencing the joy of reading slowly and the benefits of rereading.  Readings include some of
the great poetry of the period, including the Dream of the Rood, “Wanderer,” “Seafarer,” and "Wife's
Lament."  Toward the end of the semester we will speed up, reading portions of Beowulf in a dual-
language edition.

This course should interest those who like older literatures, who are interested in how language works,
who have an interest in archetypes, or who would like to explore the origins of the English we speak and
write today.  Course requirements will include a few quizzes, translations, an in-class report, and two
papers, one text-based and one research-based.

Texts:
Mitchell, Bruce. An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England.
Chickering, Howell. Beowulf: A Dual-Language Edition.

524 Literacy:  Issues and Methods for Nonnative Speakers of English
Roberta Vann

The course begins with a brief history of the teaching of literate practices, with emphasis on the second
and foreign language situation.  The next portion of the course provides a survey of issues in literacy
development, both theoretical and practical, in the teaching of both second and foreign language
learners.  The theoretical aspects of the course include cultural factors affecting literate practices, research
and politics surrounding the teaching of reading and writing in the U.S., differences in oral and written
language development, and L1 vs. L2 research on reading and writing processes.  Practical issues include:
Assessing reading readiness and emergent literacy, exploring home environments and classroom
strategies that promote literacy, examining the development phases of second language writing and the
strategies to assist in growth, matching students with texts, building content into the curriculum, and
utilizing computers in teaching literacy.  Topics will be relevant to those intending to teach in a variety of
situations, including children and adults at basic skill levels as well as teens and adults in academic,
professional, and vocational programs either in the U.S. or elsewhere.

Assignments include synthesizes of articles on literacy, a literacy tutoring project, and an action research
project.

Texts:
1. Perez, B. (2004) Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy 2nd ed. Mahwah, NJ: LEA.
2. A collection of current downloadable articles.
3. A practical handbook of practices yet to be determined.

Prerequisites:  511 or an introductory course in linguistics.
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534 American Literature 1865 to the Present:
American Literature in Black and White

Jane Davis

We will compare the ways in which provocative writings by black writers and white writers reverberate
against each other.  We will focus on novels, and include selected poetry and nonfiction.  Documentaries
will be incorporated into the class.  Texts and topics will include most of the following, though one or two
changes might be made.

Naturalism:
How do time, gender, race, and class (in and outside of the novels) impact each authorÕs use of the

tenets of Naturalism?
Stephen Crane, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets
Ann Petry, The Street

Myths of the Rural and of the Wilderness:
Why do many contemporary black writers represent isolated natural environments or rural

environments as antidotes to the internal/individual/emotional and external fragmentation of life? Why
are such places mythologized as sites of personal re-creation and the discovery or recovery of an
ÔauthenticÕ identity? What is this tradition reacting against in earlier, canonical black literature?

How does this contemporary tradition compare to white male reinterpretations of the myths of the
wilderness as a site of self-invention and rugged individualism?
Gloria Naylor, Mama Day (novel)
Jon Krakauer, Into the Wild (nonfiction)

Psychosexual Mythologies or: ÔIs There A Lust Demon in the House?Õ
William Styron, The Confessions of Nat Turner (highly controversial Pulitzer Prize winning

fictionalized account that makes it seem as if Turner, in his infamous slave rebellion, was merely
possessed by a Ôlust demonÕÑhailed by many white critics, reviled by many black critics, defended by
StyronÕs friend, the great James Baldwin).  TurnerÕs actual confession will be distributed.
Richard Wright, Savage Holiday (Wright’s experimental socio-psychological novel about a white male
whose overpoweringly Puritanical superego is deconstructed by his projection of his repressed id onto the
perceived out-of-control embodiment of it: his female neighbor…)

Post-apocalyptic science fiction with elements of environmental dystopian themes:
Octavia Butler, Parable of the Talents
Margaret Atwood, Oryx and Crake

Identity, Place, Race:
Neal Bowers, Out of the South (poetry)
Essays to be announced by James Baldwin
Distributed: excerpts from Claude McKay’s A Long Way from Home (autobiography) and selected
poetry; Countee Cullen’s poem ÒIncidentÓ

Major Requirements: Participation; collaborative oral report on a text; a research report on a topic of the
student’s choice; short written papers on some of the books; 2 or 3 take-home exams; 12-15 pp. research
paper or creative project.
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537 Grammatical Analysis
Viviana Cortes

This course covers three perspectives on grammatical analysis:  universal grammar, functional grammar,
and the corpus-based approach.  The course will allow students to become acquainted with all three
approaches and assess their advantages and disadvantages.  The emphasis will be on language use (i.e.,
most of the work will focus on functional and corpus-based grammar).  The course attempts to give
students practice with analytical techniques used in grammatical studies and to increase students’
understanding of syntactic features of English and their use in natural language.  Evaluation will cover
varied activities, as in-class work, problem exercises, mini-projects, and a final application project.

Selected readings:
1) Selections from Cook, V. J., & Newson, M.  (1996). Chomsky's Universal Grammar: An Introduction

(2nd ed.). Oxford: Blackwell (copy pack I).
2) Derewianka, B. (1990). Exploring How Texts Work. PETA, Sydney.
3) Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Leech, G. (2003). Longman Student Grammar of Written & Spoken English.

London: Longman.
4) Conrad, S., Biber, D., & Leech, G. (2003). Longman Student Grammar of Written & Spoken English

Workbook. London: Longman.

543 Environmental Literature
Neil Nakadate

Or was that “Literature and Environment”?  Or “Literature and the Environment”?  In any case:
people in relation to their environment(s).

What do Shakespeare, Daniel Defoe, Herman Melville, H. G. Wells, Joseph Conrad, Ernest Hemingway,
Charles Nordhoff and James N. Hall, Jean Rhys, William Golding, Jane Smiley, and Larry McMurtry have
in common?  They and many others have written works that place people on islands.  So:  How have
islands been conceived of as settings, and what happens to the people on them?  Is an island isolated and
self-contained?  primitive?  “wild”?  romantic?  lawless?  utopian?  exotic?  Is an island a tabula rasa?
A Rorschach test?  An object lesson?  About two thirds of our reading will be of works that ask these and
related questions.

This part of our reading will include The Tempest, Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, Smiley’s The Greenlanders,
and a number of others in a list that is still under construction (and not limited to the writers listed above).
We will focus on fiction rather than other genres (though Elizabeth Bishop is not out of the question) and
science (as in “inconvenient truths”) over science fiction.  Easter Island?  Yes.  Dr. Moreau?  Probably
not.  The remaining third of the reading will involve writing (including essays and articles) that will not
focus on islands exclusively but will help us focus on and think more broadly about the relationships of
individuals, groups, and cultures to finite settings and limited resources—that is, Jared Diamond, William
McKibben, and others.

The written work will include a seminar presentation and short paper, a short post-discussion paper, a
midterm, and a 12-page final paper.
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547 The History of Rhetorical Theory I:  From Plato to Bacon
Michael Mendelson

This course will introduce students to a broad range of rhetorical theory from the classical, medieval, and
early Renaissance periods.  Students will focus not only on major figures from these periods—including
the Sophists, Plato, Aristotle, Isocrates, Cicero, Quintilian, Augustine, Erasmus, and Bacon—but also on
the relation of early rhetoric to epistemology, democracy, ethics, history, and related arts.  In the process,
students will experiment with historical research methods as they investigate both historical subjects and
the relation of history to contemporary concepts in communication theory, practice, and pedagogy.

All students will write a series of short responses to course readings, construct a research bibliography on
a rhetorical figure of their choice, and write a critical essay.  In addition, they will take part in regular
classroom discussion and debate.

550 The Study of Craft:  Poetry, Fiction, and Nonfiction
Mary Swander

Required of all new MFA Creative Writing and Environment students.
What are the tools that a writer uses to shape words on a page?  Are there old techniques that will add
form to a piece?  Or are all the old techniques passé ?  In English 550, we’ll look at issues of craft—the
protagonist/antagonist relationship within a setting, the use of scene and summary, of point of view, of
time sequences, of lyricism in language, of central metaphor and poetic forms—and learn how to best
present our ideas for maximum effect.  We’ll spend concentrated time on stylistics to learn to write fluid,
polished sentences that provide rich detail and logical thought.  We’ll practice the intricacies of poetry,
fiction, nonfiction and drama—and discover what distinguishes each genre.  We’ll look at the grand
overview of a book and learn how to write a book proposal, how to refine the text’s main idea, and how
to chunk the proposal down into chapters or sections.  Finally, we’ll study the basics of the book
biz—how to send out your work for publication, find an agent, and market your work.

Texts:
David, Todd. Some Heaven.
Minot, Stephen. Three Genres.
Pollan, Michael. OmnivoreÕs Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
Seaman, Donna. In Our Nature: Stories of Wildness.

552 Editing and Production of Literary Journals
Steve Pett

This course will give students hands-on experience producing our own nationally recognized literary
journal, Flyway.  Students will gain insight into the workings of a small literary magazine and develop the
skills to build an issue themselves.  From assessment of creative work arriving in the mail, to
correspondence with authors, to editing selected pieces, to layout of the issue with page-making software,
to working with the printers, students will involve themselves with all aspects of the magazine’s
production.  Students will explore the production methods of leading literary journals and read
biographies, memoirs, and advice from respected literary editors.  Each student will be assigned
individual editing projects.  In addition, the class will visit prominent literary publishers in the Twin Cities.
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555 Graduate Nonfiction Workshop:  Place and the Natural Imagination
Deb Marquart

Where would William Faulkner have been without Yoknapatawpha County or Wallace Stegner have been
without the American West, the Big Rock Candy Mountain?  For these writers, memory and story became
a kind of dwelling, an internal landscape shaped by external forces of place.  Using place as a starting
point—the place we were born to, where we are, and where we would like to be—students will be invited
to trace a roadmap through their own private, cultural landscapes of memory and desires through
nonfictional modes of writing.

Nonfiction writing finds its early roots in the essays of Montaigne.  Contemporary forms, sometimes called
“literary nonfiction” or “creative nonfiction,” grew out of the immersion journalist style of Tom Wolfe,
Truman Capote, and Gay Talese, who, in the 1960s and 1970s, tackled factual subjects but adapted fictional
techniques such as embellished detailing, scene-setting, dialogue, and character development to enliven the
narrative.  In this way, creative nonfiction is positioned to break down old genre distinctions by fusing
elements of poetry, lyricism, personal essay, and memoir with techniques of fiction writing and reportage.
Writers will be encouraged in this course to explore various forms of nonfiction writing from one end of
the style spectrum to the other in search of fresh ways to capture the fragmented and slippery “I.”

In this writing-intensive course, the majority of class time will be given over to reading and discussing
student writing in a round-table workshop.  We will also read, discuss, and write critically about four
books of nonfiction that employ place, and exile from place, as an impetus for chronicling one’s own
story:

Texts (under consideration):
Broyard, Anatole. Kafka was the Rage.
Hoffman, Eva. Lost in the Translation: A Life in a New Language.
Nabokov, Vladimir. Speak, Memory: An Autobiography Revisited.
Pamuk, Orhan. Istanbul: Memories and the City.

557 Studies in Creative Writing:  Writing About Environmental Issues
Mary Swander

As a class, we will research and write about a local incident that has wider environmental implications.  The
event might involve problems like global warming, the disappearance of the prairie, water pollution, the use
of GMOs, or health problems in farm workers.  We will study the art of the interview, then each class
member will investigate a piece of the story and write 10-20 dramatic monologues from the material.

We’ll look at playwrights who studied a political event and eventually transformed it into a work of art.
We’ll note each playwright’s methodology—how s/he conducted interviews, wrote monologues, and then
wove the pieces together into a dramatic production.  We’ll look at Anna Devere Smith’s Twilight and the
way she captured the voices of those involved in the Los Angeles riots in response to the Rodney King
beating.  We’ll examine the techniques of the authors of the Laramie Project and how they recorded the
opinions of those surrounding the Mathew Shepard murder.

Once we’ve done our research and writing, we’ll edit and wind our pieces together to create a staged
reading of our documentary drama, inviting post-performance audience discussion, critique, and praise.

Readings will include:
Kauffman, Moises. The Laramie Project.
Metzler, Ken. Creative Interviewing: A WriterÕs Guide to Gathering Information by Asking Questions.
Smith, Anna Devere. Fires in the Mirror.
Smith, Anna Devere. Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992.
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560 Environmental Field Experience
Steve Pett

Students spend a term on a project that requires fieldwork.  Projects might include working for a federal,
state, pro private non-profit environmental organization or farm, or living and working in a specified
natural area.

586 Visual Communication in Professional Writing
Charlie Kostelnick

English 586 will combine theory and research in visual communication and perception with the practical
application of document design in business and technical writing.  We will examine theories of visual
communication, empirical research in layout and typography, visual aesthetics, and user-oriented
methods of designing text, charts, illustrations, data displays, and other visual elements—primarily in
print, though we will extend our discussion of many of these issues to screens and web design as well.
Examining document design from a rhetorical perspective, we will explore ways of adapting visual
language to specific audiences, purposes, and situational contexts.  To apply principles of visual rhetoric,
students will complete several design assignments and a major project in document design.  To explore,
critique, and reflect on principles and practices of visual rhetoric, students will do an analytical exercise, a
take-home exam on the readings, and a research project that explores in-depth a topic in visual
communication theory, research, pedagogy, or practice, or some combination of these.

588 Supervised Practicum in Teaching English as a Second Language
Roberta Vann

This course is intended for students who are in the final stages of their coursework in TESL and who are
seeking an individualized intensive and supervised teaching experience.  Students typically either work
with a cooperating teacher in IEOP or an adult education or public school setting to combine observation,
tutoring and solo teaching for the equivalent of 120 work hours or work with a team of other student-
teachers to create their own experimental ESL course. Besides teaching and receiving feedback from the
cooperating and supervising instructors, students create lesson plans and do self-reflections on their
teaching and related activities.

Prerequisites:  15 credits towards the TESL/Applied Linguistics M.A. degree
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592 Studies in Rhetoric and Professional Communication:
Rhetorical Analysis:  Practice, Discipline and Pedagogy

Jean Goodwin

Rhetorical analysis (or "criticism") occurs where the person curious about rhetoric rubs up against a world
full of rhetorical artifacts.  Skill in rhetorical analysis enables her to say something worth hearing about
them.  The art of rhetorical analysis thus does the same job for the humanistic study of rhetoric that
methodology does for the social scientific study of discourse.

Any communication professional is expected not only to produce successful messages, but also to discuss
(critique, analyze) others' messages.  Many RPC/RCPC graduate students will therefore find that their
coursework presumes they can do rhetorical analysis; many will go on to use rhetorical analysis in
pursuing their thesis or dissertation projects.  Further, teaching rhetorical analysis is a common
assignment for English faculty, either as one topic in a communication foundations course or as an upper
division subject on its own.

This course introduces students to the development of the art of rhetorical analysis over the last century:
to the practice of rhetorical analysis, to the disciplined reflection on that practice (i.e., "theory"), and to
the teaching of rhetorical analysis.  We'll proceed by trying out a variety of analytic approaches (from
neo-classical to post-modern) on a variety of artifacts (from political oratory to scientific articles).  We'll
model our efforts off of the exemplary essays collected in Burghardt's excellent Readings in Rhetorical
Criticism (2000) and in the seminal collection Rhetorical Hermeneutics: Invention and Interpretation in
the Age of Science (1997).  By the end, students will be able to tackle analytic tasks relevant to their
career paths, confident of their repertoire of techniques, and mindful of the challenges they will
encounter.

611 Topics in the History of Rhetorical Theory:
Communication Across the Curriculum:  Theory and Research

David Russell

We'll investigate the practice, research, and theory on communication across the curriculum (CAC), with
emphasis on writing, but also including multi-modal approaches.  We will look at both communicating-
to-learn and communication in the disciplines (learning to communicate).  We will look at CAC in
business and technical professional programs as well as in the liberal arts and sciences.

We'll view the history of CAC through a range of theories, in a roughly chronological way:  pre-
professionalization (before 1970), Britton and Vygotskian theory, Bakhtin's dialogism, Genre studies,
Activity Theory, Cultural Studies, and New Media Studies.  As we do so, we'll read important research
grounded in each of the theories.  Finally, we'll conduct small collaborative research projects on CAC in
conjunction with ISUComm work in several departments (HSRB already obtained).  It'll be a very hands-
on course so that students will be able go out and do CAC here and at other institutions.  And we'll write
the sorts of things that are published on CAC:  a review of a recent book for a WAC journal, blog entries,
a conference proposal and oral presentation on your research, as well as a longer paper with an eye
toward possible publication.
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623 Research Methods in Applied Linguistics
Volker Hegelheimer

This course introduces students to research methods used in applied linguistics with emphasis on second
language research.  It covers all phases of conceptualizing and conducting research, including, the process
of developing research questions, gathering data, obtaining permission from an Institutional Review Board,
choosing data collection measures, coding linguistic and non-linguistic data, differences between
quantitative and qualitative research with particular emphasis on classroom research, mixed-method designs,
common statistical methods, and writing research for publication.  The epistemological bases underlying
different perspectives to research in applied linguistics will be discussed and students will read examples
from a range of approaches in the journals in applied linguistics.  Assignments will include small-scale data
collection, analysis, and writing of results in addition to reading and analyzing research reports.  As a result
of this course, students should develop the ability to appraise and use research methods and techniques for
applied linguistic research and develop the schema required to benefit from other research methods courses
in statistics, qualitative research, and discourse analysis.

Prerequisites:  Engl 511, 517, 518, 519, or equivalent.

Texts:  Mackey, A. & Gass S. M. (2005).  Second Language Research:  Methodology and Design.
Mahwah, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

630 Seminar in Technology and Applied Linguistics:
Second Language Acquisition and Computer-Assisted Language Learning

Carol Chapelle

This course explores connections between research on instructed second language acquisition and the use
of computer technology for language learning.  The class will review some of the well-supported findings
from second language acquisition research, focusing on their research methods, how results have been
synthesized, and implications for computer-assisted language learning.  Students will each select an area
of interest to investigate in depth and from which they will develop a prototype CALL task.


