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#Whyistayed

“Why I Stayed” is a revolutionary speech by Beverly
Gooden, renown social activist, and creator of the

#WhyIStayed hashtag and global movement. In this
radical talk, Gooden challenges the question “Why

did he/she stay?” and reveals how the current way
we interact with survivors is a house of cards.

From faulty blame attribution to designating only
men as abusers, it’s easy to overlook the sheer

volume of domestic violence when the issue has
historically been framed as “them” and not “us”.

That’s why, as Beverly argues, domestic violence is
a community issue. Victims of violence can be women

and men, LGBTQ and heterosexual, or even
children. Victims of violence may have fought back

or remained silent. There is no perfect victim and
no specific type of abuser. Beverly discusses her

personal domestic violence story, reveals the most
important questions to ask victims, and outlines

how we all can help.
A lecture about intimacy, compassion, and equality,

Beverly invites the audience to look beyond the
surface and into the complexities of domestic

violence.

co-sponsored by dean of students, Lecture Series, Office of equal
opportunity, Iowa state police department, access 

Meet and greet with refreshments follows lecture

Domestic violence 
as a  community

issue

@bevtgooden

Victims' Rights Advocate & Creator Of
The Viral Hashtag, #WhyIStayed

Featured on CNN

Open to all students, faculty,
staff, administrators and

community members. 


